
Viewpoints

Lineage-based functional types:
characterising functional diversity
to enhance the representation of
ecological behaviour in Land
Surface Models

Summary

Process-based vegetation models attempt to represent the wide



we use our framework to aggregate species into lineage-based





(Ghannoum et al., 2011). Finally, C3 and C4 grasses are
distinguishable spectrally at the leaf, canopy and landscape level
based on differences between the functional types in the chloro-
phyll a/b ratio, canopy structure and seasonality (Foody & Dash,
2007; Irisarriet al., 2009; Siebke & Ball, 2009). C3 and C4 grasses
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